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Polish Army in the Congress Kingdom, and reaffirmed Russia's
desire to unify Poland and recognize her autonomy. Well in
accordance with Russian diplomatic methods secret instructions
were sent, within a fortnight after this speech, to Izvolsky, Rus-
sian Ambassador at Paris, that the Polish Question was to be
excluded from international discussion, and he was to place every
obstacle in the way of putting the future of Poland under the
control or guarantee of the Powers.
Shortly before, Dmowski, abandoning his programme of an
autonomous Poland within the Russian Empire, presented a
memorandum to Izvolsky in which he maintained that Poland
must be an independent State, and he sent a copy to each of the
Allied Governments. Its conclusion was: "The interest of all
nations threatened by the power of Germany demands that the
now divided Polish territories shall be united in one State, which
ought to have the possibility of the free organization of its national
forces in order to oppose them to the growing German menace."
BRITISH VIEWS
In April 1916, Bethmann-Hollweg said in the Reichstag that in
entering the War neither Austria nor Germany had any intention
of reopening the Polish Question, but the "fate of battles" had
put it once more on the carpet, and that Germany and Austria
would solve it; he did not say what precise form the solution
would take. In reply Asquith, British Prime Minister, dealing
with the Chancellor's claim that Germany would insist in the
peace terms on giving the various races the chance of "free evo-
lution, along the lines of their mother tongue and of national
individuality," said that he supposed this principle was to be
applied on approved Prussian lines to Poland as well as Belgium.
FRENCH VIEWS
In France a growing concern was manifested for Poland. In May
1916, a French mission, headed by Viviani and Albert Thomas,
arrived in Petrograd, and one of its objects was to obtain from the
Russian Government definite proposals in favour of Poland; but
it was warned that even the most discreet appearance of inter-